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I have made myself instrumental in bringing the agreement into
being. I am not sorry for it. Rightly or wrongly, the country ex-
pects me to give it some guidance. And I have come to the con-
clusion that it is in the interest of the country to give the Swaraj
party the fullest possible chance of working out its programme
without let or hindrance from No-changers. The latter are not
bound to participate in its activity, if they do not like it. They
are free and bound, as the Swarajists are bound, to pursue the
constructive programme only. They are free also to retain their
individual non-co-operation. But suspension by the Congress
means that non-co-operators can derive no support or strength
from the Congress. They must derive all their strength from
within. And that is their test and trial. If their faith abides, it
is well with them and non-co-operation. If it vanishes with sus-
pension, non-co-operation dies as a force in public life. But a
friend says: "If you waver, what about lesser men?" I have not
wavered. My faith in, non-co-operation is as bright as ever. For
it has been with me a principle of life for over thirty years. But
I cannot impose my personal faith on others, never on a national
organization. I can but try to convince the nation of its beauty
and usefulness. And if I find in reading the national mind, that the
nation in so far as it is represented by the Congress must have
breathing time, I must cry halt. I may misread the mind of the
Congress. When that happens, I shall cease to be any force in the
Congress. That will be no calamity. But it would be a calamity
if by my obstinacy I stand in the way of the country's pro-
gress by other means, so long as they are not positively mis-
chievous and harmful. I should for instance rise, even if I was
alone, against methods of actual violence. But I have recognized
that the nation has the right, if it so wills, to vindicate her freedom
even by actual violence. Only, then India ceases to be the land
of my love even though she be the land of my birth, even as I
should take no pride in my mother if she went astray. But the
Swaraj Party is a party of orderly progress. It may not swear by
non-violence as I do, but it accepts non-violence as a policy and it
discountenances violence, because it considers it to be useless if
n^t even harmful. It occupies a prominent position in the Con-
greas. I do not know that if its strength was tested, it might not
/even to occupy a predominant position. It is easy
me to secede from the Congress and let the party run
That I can and will do when I find that I have
with the party. But so long as I have the
ite redemption, I shall cling to it like a child to

